
Kestrel’s fluffy ears





Why?



Bristol Regional Environmental Records Centre (BRERC)

We are the central repository for wildlife and geological data of the West of England 
area 

We manage millions of data

We were set up in 1974 as part of the Bristol Museums’ Service

Most of the data is voluntarily given by thousands of wildlife recorders

www.brerc.org.uk



In the 1970s Charlie Copp 
(BRERC) and Anne 
Hollowell (Bristol Museum) 
produced a White Paper 
proposing a network of 
local environmental 
records centres



These are 
records

And this is 
data entry



NBN is the National 
Biodiversity Network  

GBIF is the Global 
Biodiversity Information 
Facility



In 2004, coerced by 
English Nature, 
BRERC  uploaded 
some species data 
to the NBN Gateway 
(now Atlas)

Lots of muttering 
about putting 
more on



We said 

BRERC relies on charged data searches for about 60% of our operating costs

If we put BRERC data onto the NBN, consultancies would no longer choose to pay for 
data it can access freely



Example of data search stuff



And BRERC would cease

And No records would be available to anyone

We said we would never put more data onto the Gateway



In 2006 BRERC put all its species records onto the Gateway



Why?



Sometimes we 
forget we share 
the world



As we put data on the 
NBN at high 

resolution it is passed 
onto GBIF

The global version of 
the NBN and BRERC



April 2024 to April 2025 there were 17.8 million BRERC records 
downloaded from the NBN Atlas

Since April 2025 there have been 12.9 million



Records 
captured 
by 
recorders



The things we see locally 
could be of interest across 

the world

1952

Collard Dove



April 2024 to April 2025 there were 337 Citations using BRERC data 

Since April 2025 there have been 190



Extract from GBIF relating to some of the BRERC data



We use the 
NBN Atlas 
nearly every 
day ourselves



We use the species 
dictionary, the maps 
and the data 



It enables us to have 
another back-up, 

the NBN staff have 
always been helpful

We often discuss 
standards and 
challenges 

and we have improved



Tim, Don’t forget to Mention Charlie Copp and Ann Hollowell

The NBN 
is a 
friend 
with a 
shared 
mission 







BRERC with the NBN 
can ensure everyone 
can access the wildlife 
data they need



We seek to 
improve standards

and provide 
recorders with 

support











THE NBN is the key national organisation we provide our data to





BRERC still thrives



And that is why





A lot of you won’t like cats or dogs and many of you will

When I was little we had a cat and that was my introduction to wildlife

I don’t apologise for liking fluffy ears and waggy tails

My little dog is a naughty packet of wildlife

With her I feel alive and immersed in nature

Absolutely nothing to do with the NBN or BRERC

But absolutely everything to do with the NBN and BRERC

In my head
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