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A bit about me…





The NBN Atlas today – 300 million



The NBN Atlas today – 300 million



Improvements to the NBN Atlas



Accelerator Project



How is the NBN Atlas used? 



Species Occurrence Data flow

Recording schemes and societies, 

Wildlife Trusts

Government agencies, eNGOs, LERCs

Museums and botanic gardens

Ad-hoc 

sightings

https://nbnatlas.org





Select the best licence 
for observations

Affiliate to 
iNaturalistUK

Tell us who you are!







NBN Atlas Strategy

S W O T

OPPORTUNITIES
• Technology & methodology 

advancements
• Inter-agency and sector 

collaboration
• Global Biodiversity Framework 

and Living Atlas partnerships
• Biodiversity Policies with strong 

focus on evidence -based 
decision making

THREATS

• Rapid evolution of technology 
outpacing standard creation 
(metadata and how to use the 
resultant data)

• Manual data flows still 
dominant pathway

• Limited biodiversity data types 
(species only)

WEAKNESSES

• Lack of sustainable funding for 
infrastructure and team

• Lack of long term policy and 
planning for program

• Lack of support from some 
sectors in community

• Lack of consistent data 
recording software for 
organisations (no replacement 
for Recorder 6).

STRENGHTS

• Strong partnership of 

contributing organisations
• Strong foundational data and 

links into wider national and 
international community

• Big Data handling capabilities



Stakeholder Advisory Group & Strategy

Representatives from across UK and core data partner groups
• Establish the role & Terms of Reference
• Review of biodiversity data in the UK now and in next 5 years
• Direction needed to align the NBN Atlas with our stakeholders needs

NBN Atlas Strategy
• Knowledge sharing workshops: DEFRA NCEA, UKRI NERC workshops, 

National Trust, Living Atlas CoP, GBIF, AWS, Conservation Evidence, NHM 
Data Ecosystem

• New datasets from existing partners and new partners 



Data sources of the future

Sampling the 

environment 

not just 

species

DNA derived 

AI classified occurrences

Probabilistic vs deterministic data



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

What data types is your 
organisation looking at collecting 
in the next 5 years?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Please download and install the Slido 
app on all computers you use

What areas of the NBN Atlas 
would you like to know more 
about?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Mel Hardie

m.hardie@nbn.org.uk

www.nbn.org.uk

nbnatlas.org

uk.inaturalist.org

Together, we're Making Data Work For Nature

 - join us today!

 Large Stonefly, malcolmjames, 

https://uk.inaturalist.org/observations/82079992

http://www.nbn.org.uk/
http://www.nbnatlas.org/
https://uk.inaturalist.org/
https://nbn.org.uk/nbntrust-strategy/
https://nbn.org.uk/join-us/join-the-nbn-trust/
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/99869648
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