




AMBITION 1

The NBN Atlas is the ‘go to’ place for sharing, finding and 
accessing UK biodiversity data.

AMBITION 2

Biodiversity data is providing the evidence needed for nature’s 
recovery.

AMBITION 3

Citizen science is valued, supported and expanded as a major 
source of biodiversity data.

AMBITION 4

The National Biodiversity Network is a well-connected and 
highly collaborative community with a united voice on key 
issues.



SBIF RECOMMENDATIONS 
TRANSFORMED DATA FLOWS with clear data links to 
the NBN Atlas Scotland, with easy data submission 
and feedback channels.

TRANSFORMED STRUCTURE AND CULTURE with a lead 
coordinating body, working in partnership with a 
network of Regional Hubs and Local Service Providers.

TRANSFORMED FUNDING with long-term funding 
secured for coordinating body, keystone organisations, 
and wider recording community.

TRANSITION BY 2030 with a shared implementation 
plan to maintain the momentum of the SBIF 
recommendations. 

TRANSFORMED SERVICE PROVISION with full 
coverage across Scotland designed for added value, 
accessibility and inclusivity.



KUNMING-MONTREAL 
GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 
FRAMEWORK



KUNMING-MONTREAL 
GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 
FRAMEWORK



KUNMING-MONTREAL 
GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY 
FRAMEWORK



➢BBD will develop a fit-for-purpose infrastructure 
 facilitating biodiversity data services across Scotland.

➢ BBD project – 2023-2025
      Will support the ambitions of the Scottish Biodiversity Strategy, by securing      
      access to the data needed to set targets and measure progress. 

➢ BBD is led by the NBN Trust
      in partnership with NatureScot, the Scottish Government, and the Scottish    
      Biodiversity Information Forum Advisory Group (SBIF-AG).





Objective one 
A nationwide partnership providing 
biodiversity data services on behalf 
of Scotland.

Objective two 
A fit-for-purpose Data Management 
and Digital Services System, 
providing financially sustainable 
value-added services to users. 

Objective three 
A connected functional biodiversity 
data community and infrastructure, 
following FAIR and Open Data 
principles, across all sectors. 
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CHALLENGES

• Poor data flows:

➢ Between terrestrial, 
freshwater and 
marine

➢ From commercial 
sources

➢ From academia and 
research



CHALLENGES
Inconsistent coverage:

➢Resources and funding

➢Capacity and staff ability to respond 
    to data requests

➢Ability to fill in geographic or 
   taxonomic data gaps



Verification 
pathways and 
timescales:

   

CHALLENGES

➢ Local expertise

➢ National verifiers 
    

➢ Recording Apps   



CHALLENGES
Support for the recording 
community

➢ Training
➢ Engagement



CHALLENGES

• Uncertainty about data 
flows to submit

➢ Proliferation of routes

➢ For historic data

➢ Capacity to process 
records

• Uncertainty about routes 

to access

➢ Incomplete picture 

➢ Capacity to access 

records
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BIODIVERSITY DATA FLOWS 
in Scotland



OBJECTIVE ONE 
A nationwide partnership 
providing biodiversity data 
services on behalf of Scotland.

OBJECTIVE SOLUTION OUTCOME
CREATION of an equitable 
incorporated body of 
National, Regional and Local 
biodiversity data service 
providers. 

NEW CONSORTIUM 
Co-operative of members 
providing biodiversity services 
under National and Local 
Service Agreements.



OBJECTIVE SOLUTION OUTCOME
OBJECTIVE TWO 
Data Management and Digital 
Services System, providing 
financially sustainable value-
added services to users. 

ASSESS existing management 
tools for biodiversity data, and 
work with the user community 
to make a new secure online 
System that serves their needs.

MULTI-TENANT DATABASE 
in the Cloud, with up-to-date 
User-Interface and access to 
open community Service 
Facilities.  



OBJECTIVE SOLUTION OUTCOME
OBJECTIVE THREE 
A biodiversity data community 
and infrastructure, following 
FAIR and Open Data 
principles, across all sectors. 

MAP THE DATA FLOW 
pathways and practices in 
Scotland (and beyond) to allow 
an understanding of 
bottlenecks and barriers.

SYSTEMATIC DEPICTION of 
data collectors, aggregators 
and users, laying the 
foundation of a necessary Data 
Framework Agreement. 



Better Biodiversity Data Project Group 



Better Biodiversity Data project 
is supported by the Scottish 
Government and NatureScot 
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