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Community science

Identification and Advisory Service

Collections and facilities

UK natural history training

Science-led recovery and enrichment of UK nature



National Education 
Nature Park



Our partnership

Large England-wide partnership, funded by the Department for Education.



Background

• One of the most nature-depleted countries 
in the world

• Dasgupta Economics of Biodiversity Review 
highlights importance of education

• Access to green space has positive benefits 
for wellbeing

• There’s a need to address STEM skills 
shortage

• England’s primary and secondary schools = 
area twice the size of Birmingham



Overall aim

To empower every young person in 
England to take action to make a 
positive difference to both their 
own and nature’s future by:

• Developing a connection to nature

• Understanding the threats it is facing

• Feeling able to do something about it

• Taking action in their own space



Programme goals

Biodiversity gain 
across the 
educational 

estate

Development of 
green skills

Young people 
exhibit pro-

environmental 
behaviours

Improved 
wellbeing for 
young people



Successes in first month

• Over 1000 teachers registered from almost 1000 schools, nurseries or 
colleges

• Over 330 sites added to the map



Five step cycle



Using data



Mapping your site

Esri tools to support all mapping 

activities

1. Create their site boundary on 

the map

2. Mapping existing habitats

3. Plan and implement enhancements

4. Monitor change



Habitat mapping

Habitat schema adapted from UK Habs and 
Urban Greening Factor (43 habitat categories).

Polygons, lines and point features

Also mapping features such as bird boxes, log 
piles and compost heaps

From next year: Habitat quality assessments



Habitat mapping resources



Biodiversity data

Young people will begin to gather biodiversity 
data from Spring 2024

• Baseline data

• Habitat-specific surveys

• Fun iNaturalist events like City Nature 
Challenge

• Monitoring of interventions they make to 
enhance their site

• Esri tools and apps will facilitate data entry



Enhancing school sites

Schools can get creative and imagine a new future 
for their site

Young people play active, decision-making and 
practical roles

Small (or big) actions, taken across thousands of 
sites, have a massive impact for nature regardless 
of the starting point

Map and monitor to measure change



Habitat data 
gathered via 

Esri apps

Structured
surveys

Individual 
observations 
(iNaturalist)

Esri data 
warehouse

Schools dashboard

API layer

Researchers

Data 
repositories

Data flow and onward sharing



Measuring biodiversity gains

Postdoctoral researchers within the team –
Dr Victoria Burton & Dr Alexa Varah

• Measurable gains in spatial extent

• Change in quality of habitats

• Specific data on key species groups

• Modelling of likely longer-term gains



Join and support us!

www.educationnaturepark.org.uk

eNewsletter for programme updates if you are 
interested but not a teacher

http://www.educationnaturepark.org.uk


Thank you!
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