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https://www.gbif.org/the-gbif-network
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Welcome back!

The UK’s return as a GBIF Voting Participant in
June renewed the commitment of one of GBIF 's
founding countries and signalled support of
national stakeholders, who include

* Third-largest data mobilization network of
185 data-publishing institutions responsible for
sharing 2,100+ datasets and 16 1m records

 (NBN hosts 883 datasets and 86m records)

* An extensive user base that stands 11th in
global web traffic (2023), 7th in downloads
(2023), and 3rd all-time in published peer-
reviewed uses (4th ytd for 2023)

https://www.gbif.org/news/1MulbN9BR32mDEhPLAgAYi/ | Red kite (Milvus milvus), observed in Buckinghamshire, UK. Photo 2023 Paul Lewis
via iNaturalist Research-grade Observations, licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0.
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https://www.gbif.org/valueofgbif

Economic valuation report

« Commissioned from Canberra-based
Deloitte Access Economics in 2022

» First draft presented at GB29 in
Brussels

» Participants emphasized the need to
use global findings at national
scale

+ Deloitte reengaged for nodes survey

* Final version published in May 2025

https://www.gbif.org/news/5WZThclL928vmPnSvrGhZfE/
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Making the case: benefits of digitization of NHM London collections
Previous analysis by Frontier Economics showed potential for £2bn+ in economic benefits for the UK

7.6m specimens uploaded by 12 UK UK collections data 0.3% of GBIF £18m conservatively estimated to have >250 publications citing UK institutions’
collections, from 248 countries are freely occurrences but cited in 12% of peer been saved on visits by researchers citing UK uploads on each of the themes of climate
available to the world via GBIF - ¢.6% of the reviewed publications data - and much more in research and change, invasive species and conservation,

UK's collections. economic value added. for instance.

2,710 articles cite UK collections data -
which diversify GBIF's taxonomic and

geographic coverage.

Hardy H, Smith V, Livermore L et al. (2023). Ten years of Digitisation at the Natural History Museum, https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.24174501.v2 © The Trustees of the Natural History Museum, London




Economic value of the GBIF network, infrastructure and services

The 2023 report by Deloitte found
that, for every €1 invested in GBIF,
users receive €3 of benefits while
soclety gains up to €12

https://www.gbif.org/value



https://www.gbif.org/valueofgbif

GBIF expands the scope of what is possible

Almost half of GBIF users (47%)
would have found it impossible to

achieve the same outcomes in
their work without GBIF

https://www.gbif.org/value


https://www.gbif.org/value

Capacity enhancement

GBIF’'s focus on people recognizes that
the success of data sharing and
conservation efforts relies on in large part
on individuals’ levels of skill, knowledge,

and engagement

https://www.gbif.org/value
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Individual opportunities for involvement

Mentors & Trainers Biodiversity Open Data Ambassadors Data Use Club Webinars & community review

www.gbif.org/mentors www.gbif.org/ambassadors www.gbif.org/data-use-club www.gbif.org/events



Shared infrastructure

By embracing a common code base,
community-supported open-source
tools, and hosted and cloud-based
services, GBIF's infrastructure increases
access to biodiversity data, promotes
collaboration, facilitates data
harmonization and fosters innovative
research—and reducing technical costs

https://www.gbif.org/value
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https://scientific-collections.gbif.org



gbif.org/hosted-portals



https://www.gbif.org/hosted-portals

GBIF hosted portals

» Simple, lightweight solution that
makes it easier for people to run
public data portals

» 16 sites currently in production using
a flexible framework that supports
differing scopes: national, regional,
single institution, and thematic

*  Another 24 more in development

https://www.gbif.org/hosted-portals









downscaling

https://www.gbif.org/value



https://www.gbif.org/valueofgbif

Primary research survey of GBIF users

The online survey of 605 respondents in ’ ,

summer 2022 focused on three areas: _ -
The most substantial and quantifiable

benefit of GBIF is an average
data? estimated time saving of

- Valuation: What is access to data 64 hours per user over finding data
through alternative sources.
worth?

 Demographics: Who uses GBIF-mediated

* Experience: User perspectives on

the impact of the GBIF network

Interactions with data and services

https://bit.ly/deloitte-value-of-gbif



Downscaling the value of GBIF-enabled time savings in research

29-0

GBIF-enabled papers Average hourly wage for Average time saved Value of research
per time period reseacher / data scientist per paper time saved by GBIF
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Peer-reviewed publications using GBIF-mediated data
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DOIs: from paper to download and back to dataset
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GBIF data citation widget

» (Gives data publishers a quick and
easy way to display GBIF data
citations for both individual datasets
and publishers

» Allows embedding of citation counts
or citation feeds into their website

» Supports full range of filters and
facets available through the
literature tracking programme

https://www.gbif.org/citation-widget



Citation widget in action: NatureScot

Button code

<iframe src="https://www.gbif.org/
api/widgets/literature/button?
publishingOrganizationKey=98ba8467-
5081-4d15-b168-32d893e18b76"
scrolling="no" frameborder="0"
allowtransparency="true"
allowfullscreen="false"
style="width: 140px; height:

24px; "></iframe>

L 548 citations

https://www.gbif.org/publisher/98ba8467-5081-4d15-b168-32d893e18b76/metrics



Citation widget in action: NatureScot

Widget code

<iframe src="https://www.gbif.org/
api/widgets/literature/latest?
publishingOrganizationKey=
98ba8467-5081-4d15-b168-
32d893e18b76" scrolling="no"
frameborder="0"
allowtransparency="true"
allowfullscreen="false"
style="width: 100%; height:

350px; "></iframe>

https://www.gbif.org/resource/search?contentType=literature&publishingOrganizationKey=98ba8467-5081-4d15-b168-32d893e18b76



downscaling

https://www.gbif.org/value
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Support materials for public outreach across the NBN & GBIF networks

https://www.survey-xact.dk/LinkCollector?key=6A9XV2ZPUN91



Thank you!

(and happy Thanksgiving!)
Kyle Copas | kcopas@gbif.org

@kylecopas@scicomm.xyz | @gbif@ecoevo.social



