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The very early years (1970s-1990s)

NCC Outer Hebrides survey © Frances Dipper
Challenger @ Papa Westray 
© Lin Baldock

© Divernet.com

© Bob Earll



The HLF / Chris Wood years (2003 - 2016)

Creation of “National Coordinator” post employed by 
the Marine Conservation Society

Steering group – SNCBs, diving organisations etc.

Formal partnerships with Wildlife Trusts for regional 
delivery

Network of regional coordinators throughout the 
British Isles

Training programme developed (Seasearch Observer / 
Surveyor) © Sue Daly



2016 – a new National Coordinator

© Rik Girdler

© Danny Daniels



Volunteers – our lifeblood



Snorkels ahoy!

© Samantha Webb

© Charlotte Bolton

© Matt Slater



Remote viewing technology – BRUVs & ROVs

Baited Remote Underwater Video (left)

Remotely Operated Vehicle (below, right)

© Karen Boswarva © Jean-Luc Solandt© Chris Rickard © Chris Rickard © Chris Rickard



A mountain of data…

Hampshire © Charlotte BoltonGuernsey © Charlotte Bolton

© Mark Hawkins



Website
 shiny apps
 
Marine Recorder Online
 data management (back end)
 data reporting (front end)
 data flow

Occupancy models
 State of Nature 2023
 related studies (Jackson JMBAUK 101(7) Nov. 2021)

 

Recent data developments



https://www.seasearch.org.uk/data

Plan your survey…



Interrogate your records…

https://www.seasearch.org.uk/data



What happens to the data?



Automated flow
To public-facing front 
end
To DASSH (data archive)
To data portals (e.g. 
NBN, GBIF)

Nightly updates!

Data flow



Value not just from rare/funky 
species, but also:
• common species
• context (habitat etc.) 
• large volume
• long time series
• spatial coverage 
• reliable (QC)
• OPEN! (CC-BY)

Overall value of dataset? HUGE!



• Flapper skate (Dipturus intermedius) 
critically endangered

• Occurs largely in northern North Sea 
and off Scotland’s northwest coast

• Little known about flapper skate 
breeding grounds and breeding 
habits due to rarity

• Eggs take around 18 months to hatch 
and are sensitive to seabed 
disturbance

The flapper skate story



Thanks to David Ainsley for flapper skate video footage from Firth of Lorne



• Flapper egg cases discovered in 
high numbers at Red Rocks, 
Skye, in 2019

• Site adjacent to fishing areas 
and potentially vulnerable to 
seabed dredging

• Seasearchers involved in 
recording and documentation 
of the habitat in which these 
egg cases occurred

Red Rocks and Longay urgent MPA 



• Urgent MPA declared March 
2021 

• Further surveys in 2021 
discovered large numbers of 
eggs outside the urgent MPA 
boundary

• Following further consultation, 
original site revoked and the 
extended site urgently 
designated 16 December 2021

• Permanent designation and 
protection for the MPA came 
into force 9 February 2023

Red Rocks and Longay urgent MPA 



Orkney expedition June 2023





seasearch@mcsuk.org
seasearchscotland@outlook.com

Funding:

(in Scotland)
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