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Island of 
Great Britain

Island of 
Ireland

• Founded in Leeds, 1876 (Journal of Conchology 
begun in 1874)

• 200-500 members worldwide (amateurs and 
professionals)

F. M. Hele
(1842-1923) 

(first record, Devon) 

J. W. Taylor
(1845-1931) 

(co-founder, Leeds) 

Conchological Society 
of Great Britain & Ireland



Twin Recording Schemes

• Provide the majority (c. 85%) of UK & ROI mollusc data

• All data on NBN (GB) or NBDC (NI, ROI) 

• Strict: all verified by the respective Honorary Recorder

• Data CC-BY[NC] >3,000 downloads last 12 months

Non-marine Scheme (est. 1879)

> 341,654 records on NBN
> 250 species
> 10,000 new records a year
> 1000 contributors in total

Marine Scheme (est. 1923)

> 178,686 records on NBN 
> 1,700 species
> 50% records digitised since 2013
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Dun Sentinel Assiminea grayana
Spreading (assisted?)

Glutinous Snail Myxas glutinosa
Declining, extinct except ROI & Wales

• Pre-1965
• 1965-1999
• 1999-2020

Post-Atlas changes are 
already evident in the data



• Pre-1965
• 1965-1999
• 1999-2020

Gyraulus acronicus (Thames Ram’s-horn)

• Decline since 2000, even since 2010
• May already be extinct; members have failed to find it alive
• Red Lists for GB (Seddon et al., 2014) and Ireland (Byrne et al., 2009) need updating



Average site occupancy (% of 1km squares occupied) inferred from the Recording Scheme data

Outhwaite et al. (2020) Nature Ecology & Evolution (BRC)

Used in UK “State of Nature” reports



Spreading in S. E. England
First Irish records 2021

Spreading widely…

Rangia cuneata (Gulf Wedge Clam)

Corbicula fluminea (Asian Clam)

Dreissena r. bugensis (Quagga Mussel)

Both in the top 10 species likely to arrive 
and cause problems in Scotland

(Roy et al., 2023)

Dan Minchin

First British record 2015 (South Lincolnshire)
Second British site 2020 (Glamorgan)



Evan Jones, 2018

Cipangopaludina chinensis (Chinese Mystery Snail)

• Spreading in N. America and Europe, cold-tolerant 
• First British record 2018 (Pevensey Levels NNR, East Sussex)
• Detected again 2021 & 2022 (Southhampton, Hants.)
• GB NNSS Risk Assessment (Willing & Jones, 2022) and 

eradication measures underway at Pevensey
• eDNA methods developed (Rees et al., 2023 PLOS One)

gman122, 2021 (iNaturalist)



Helix lucorum (Turkish Escargot)

• Likely established in 1970s, but marked spread 
since 2000

• Potential threat to plants (and Helix pomatia)

• 7 records in 2023, 4 new VCs (2 direct, 2 via 
iNaturalist)
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Maurice Pledger



Tracy Organ
Selenochlamys ysbryda (Ghost Slug)
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Selenochlamys ybsryda (Ghost Slug)

• Introduction, likely from Crimea, in 
early 2000s

• A domestic, but elusive, soil species 
which is very distinctive: ideal for 
volunteer recording

• Spreading with garden plants and 
compost, also down river valleys

• 4 new VCs so far in 2023

• Witnessing real-time spread 
(reports from Scotland, Ireland, 
USA(!) etc. all misidentified so far)
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2023

2023

2022 2021



Increasing proportion of records submitted via the apps
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Both good platforms for outreach projects

Cellar Slug Survey
(with RHS, 2020-2022)

Slime Search
(with NHMUK, 2022)



Cepaea nemoralis
31%

Cornu aspersum
25%

Cepaea hortensis
12%

Monacha cantiana
5%

Limax maximus
3%

Limacus maculatus
3%

Lymnaea stagnalis
2%

Hygromia cinctella
2%

Remainder
17%

83% of iNaturalist records concern eight large, garden species

rowson_ben

• But a few interesting records, 

particularly non-natives and adventives

• May need to limit the number we accept 

from iNaturalist in future



Thank you to all our recorders, 
past, present, and future

https://conchsoc.org/

https://conchsoc.org/
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