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Citizen Science continues to evolve and diversify

Associated with 

technological 

advances

Pocock, et al. (2017). The diversity and evolution of ecological and 

environmental citizen science. PLoS One, 12(4), e0172579.
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https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/nature-liberated-by-lockdown.html





Two key considerations for recorders?

What support do you need?
➢ For identification
➢ Community engagement

How do you want your data to be used?
➢ Local decision-making
➢ National reporting and influence
➢ Global research use



Crowd-sourced identification support

Learning and development opportunities

Image classification to suggest IDs

Community online platforms with crowd-sourced identification

https://nbn.org.uk/inaturalistuk/



Community support through national schemes and LERCs









Diversity of systems is inevitable

Key priorities should therefore be to:
- Adopt common standards (e.g. UKSI)
- Help connect systems together
- Automate data checking (rules, visualisation)
- Prioritised support for verification
- Support local, national, international data flow



Thanks to volunteer 
recorders & co-ordinating 

organisations 
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