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Week 1: Introduction to Biological Recording

Available from 16 September 2020, 7:15 PM
During Week 1 we will provide you with an introduction to biological recording and get you set
up on the iRecord platform for the assignments that will be set in future weeks.

Learners should allow 2 to 3.5 hours to work through all of the content ahead of the live
session. The live session will be 1 hour in duration and take place at 18:30 on 23.09.2020.

We'd like to start by asking you to tell the class a little bit about your experience with iRecord
(don't worry if you're new to it - this course is designed for absolute beginners) and what you
hope to get out of the course.

=l =
LH,-=II Assignment 1.1: Your iRecord Experience (5-10 mins) hed
Ii Workbook: Biological Recording (50-150 mins) 7
=l . ) ="

— Assignment 1.2: Your Goals (5-10 mins) -d
D iRecord Site Tour (5 mins) ¥
x.;» Assignment 1.3: Getting Started with iRecord (10 mins) {1
"= iRecord Account Settings (10-15 mins) 7

&/ Week 1 Test (15 mins) (]



Knowledge description (Natural History) Skills description (Natural History) Roles (Natural History)

Authority

Advanced

Improver/
Intermediate

Beginner

Introductory

General
Population

Authoritative knowledge of subject, including
detailed knowledge of specialist areas. Able to
communicate subject to a range of audiences,
including the academic or scientific community.

Excellent knowledge of subject, including detailed
knowledge of specialist areas. Able to
communicate subject to a range of audiences,
including the academic or scientific community.

Very good knowledge of subject, including some
specialist areas. Able to communicate subject to a
range of audiences, including the academic or
scientific community.

Basic to good knowledge of subject, with good
understanding of all basic terminology and
concepts. Able to share knowledge with general
population to Beginner-level audiences and
communicate with Advanced and Expert-level
individuals regarding subject.

Limited knowledge of subject, with understanding
of some basic terminology and concepts. Able to
communicate some basic concepts to general
population audience.

Understands the importance of nature, but with
little or no knowledge specific to the subject.

Demonstrates full competence across all subject
skills and able to demonstrate these to all
audiences. Authority on standards and guidelines
relating to technical methods and use of specialist
equipment.

Demonstrates full competence across all subject
skills and able to demonstrate these to all
audiences. Able to evaluate technical methods and
use of specialist equipment to make
recommendations.

Considerable experience of subject skills and able
to demonstrate these to less experienced
individuals. Experience of undertaking highly
technical methods. Highly competent with
specialist equipment and able to advise others.

Experience of applying range of subject skills and
able to demonstrate competence in most relevant
basic skills. Competent with using specialist
equipment, though with limited or no competence
regarding highly technical methods

Limited experience of applying basic skills and
unable to demonstrate competence. Little or no
experience of using any specialist equipment.

May be aware of the skills relevant to the subject
but little or no experience of applying them and
unable to demonstrate competence.

Considered authority on subject.

Considered expert on subject, holding nationally
important professional and/or volunteer roles
specialising in subject.

Holds professional and/or volunteer role
specifically relevant to the subject. Minimum level
for FSC associate tutor. Highly valued biological
recorder for subject and records rarely or never
gueried by experts.

Minimum level for applying subject knowledge and
skills within professional and/or volunteer role
without supervision. Active biological recorder for
subject and contributes verifiable records to
national scheme.

Requires further development (or supervision/
guidance) in order to be able to apply subject
knowledge and skills within professional and/or
volunteer roles. Relevant recorder experience
limited to entry level citizen science projects and
initiatives, though may have some experience of
records being accepted.

Little or no previous experience with relevant
volunteer, recorder or professional roles relating
to the subject.

General population (little or no knowledge of or engagement with natural history)




BWA203

BWAZ04

BWA205

BWA206

BWA207

BWA208

BWA205

BWA210

Finding Bees in their Natural
Habitats

Bees as Pollimators

Bumblebee Ecology &
Behaviour

The "Big &° British Bumblebees

Identifying Bumblebees in the
Field

Recording Bees

British Bee Taxonomy

Bee Genera Characternistics
and ID Features

Introductory

Introductory

Beginner

Beginner

Beginner

Beginner

Intermediate

Intermediate

I e

Learners will be able to describe the natural habitats of
bees and give some examples of interesting bees found in
the UK.

Learners will be able to describe the ecosystem services
bees provide us with and their role in pollination
Learners will be able to explain bumblebee ecology, such
as their nesting preferences, habitats, diet and their
behawviour.

Learners will be able to describe how to identify the big 8
British bumblebee species by looking at tail colowr,
banding as well as the differences between castes
Learners will be able to identify the big &8 bumblebee

species in the field and understand how to use sweep
nets/hand lenses to catch and examine bumblebees.

Learners will be able to explain the importance of
recording bees and understand how to submit records

Learners will have a general understanding of British bee
taxonomy and classification.

Learners will be able to explain the morphological
features of bees required for identifying British bees to
genera level.




Level

Preservation & Collection
. Techniques: Earthworms
Intermediate

Level Earthworm Recording

(Recorder)
Earthworm Sampling Techniques:
Soil Pit Surveys
Beginner

Level

(Volunteer)

Topics

Earthworm Specimen ID
Practice: Earthworm Collection

Earthworm Identification
Features

Earthworm Sampling Techniques:
Vermifuge & Microhabitat Methods

Earthworm Ecosystem Services
& Applications

Gardening For Earthworms

Earthworm Specimen ID
Practice: Rare Earthworms

Earthworm Specimen ID
Practice: Personal Specimens

Using FSC Key to the
Earthworms of the UK & Ireland

Using Microscopes to Identify
Earthworms

Earthworm Sampling Techniques:

Bioinise Earthworm Site Survey Practice

Earthworms & Agriculture

Earthworms & Composting



Level Courses

lntermgdlate Identifying & Recording Earthworm Sampling Earthworm ID with Earthworm Recording
Level Earthworms Techniques Microscopes Theory Course
(Recorder) Venue-based (3-day) / 10 Topics Venue-based (1-day) /4 Topics Venue-based {1—day) / 4 Topics Short Online / 2 Topics
Beginner Earthworm Earthworms for Earthworms for
Level Applications Farmers Gardeners
(Volunteer) Venue-based (1-day) / 4 Topics Short Online / 2 Topics Short Online / 2 Topics

Learn To Love Earthworm Earthworms for
Earthworms Taster Course Environmental Educators
Online / 4 Topics Short Online / 2 Topics Short Online / 2 Topics
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