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What are data?

ñI have come to these conclusions by personally 
leading my pupils on wanderings through the 
tangled web of nature, in order that I can spur 
others on to an examination and explanation of 
nature rather than a reiteration of perceived 
ideas é I shall take exception to the tales of 
actors and the barking of dogs with equal 
measure.ò

Linnaeus (1748) Systema naturae ed. 6



Measuring biodiversity lossEnvironmental Change Citizen science

Measuring hyper diversity Data visualisation Species recognition

Digitisationworkflows

Computer vision

New research opportunities with open data



Circa 25% UK users

Big science from big natural history data





ñFrom local data to global impact, but also from 

global data to local solutions.ò

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FAIR_data

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FAIR_data
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Joppa et al. (2011) TREE 26, 551-553.







Collaborative community working 

in Scratchpads




