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Wearing many hats when using NBN!

• Impacts of invasive species – University of Leeds doctoral study

• Species survey & conservation intervention – Wirral Amphibian 
& Reptile Group



Freshwater invasive species in UK

• Introductions increasing 
– 141 sp. and counting!

• Impacts of sp. often 
unknown

• Complications of 
multiple, co-existing 
invasive alien sp??

Keller et al 2009



Future of British freshwaters

White Clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes)
Native, Endangered (IUCN

Chinese Mitten Crab (Eriocheir sinensis) 
Invasive alien species

American Signal Crayfish
(Pacifastacus leniusculus)
Invasive alien species



Future of British freshwaters



Impacts of multiple invasions?



• Making use of 
NBN Atlas to 
verify overlap 
in distribution. 



Experimental set-up

• 4 decapod Treatments
– Control
– Native
– 2 X Invasives

• 3 leaf litter treatments
– Alder (native)
– Sycamore (invasive)
– Rhododendron (invasive)

• 10 replicates
• 7 days

– Decomposition rate
– Derived products 

(FPOM, nutrients)







Conservation Project Planning:
Great Crested Newts on the Wirral



Royden Park pond restoration project



Common Lizards on Wirral



New records 2018









Sand Lizards on the Wirral?

1910

1910



Wirral History

Conservation projects challenging here!



Questions? (if not already cut-off!)
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