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30 years ago



11 years agoA public petition…

…lead to recommendations from the 
Biodiversity Science Group and a response 

from Scottish Government seeking a full 
business case and a review…



The Review

Literature Review

Interviews with key stakeholders

Public Questionnaire

X-Sector Workshops

Business case and recommendations

✔

✔

✔

✔

47 ‘influencers’ 
from 42 

organisations

290 in total, 156 
anon + 134 from 
95 organisations

66 people from 39 
organisations

14th November 
2018

1975 to 2016

✔



24 recommendations 
to deliver 5 outcomes:

Outcome 1: Transformed Data Flows

Outcome 2: Transformed Services

Outcome 3: Transformed Governance & 
Culture

Outcome 4: Transformed Funding

Outcome 5: Transformation By 2025



Feedback on quality Feedback on use

Clear data flows Central data repository

Data of known quality

Links to metadata

Definitive provider of biological records in Scotland

Access to support

National and 
Regional Hubs

Links to voucher specimens

Sufficient fundingAccessible, universal 
services

Efficient use of resources

Definitive evidence base

By 2025…

National biodiversity centre with regional hubs for Scotland

Online verification portal
Online data 

management portal

Happy staff and volunteers
Access to high 
quality training

Affiliated data channels

Data easily accessed 
through single location

Clear submission points



Review Phase

• Business case and 
recommendations 
published

• Close down the 
Review

Advocacy Phase

• Priming of 
Funders

• Decision by 
Scottish 
Government et al

Implementation 
Phase

• Central systems 
and governance

• National and 
regional services 
and support

Subject to funding

What next



Get involved

• Download your copy from the NBN website 
https://nbn.org.uk/about-us/where-we-are/in-
scotland/the-sbif-review/

• share the word about publication
@SB_Info_Forum #SBIFReview @NBNTrust

• Raise awareness of the recommendations 

• Become a visionary leader within your Network

https://nbn.org.uk/about-us/where-we-are/in-scotland/the-sbif-review/


From this…

To this…

Working together matters
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r.tierney@scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk
@sb_info_forum

Supported by


