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Brexit Uncertainty 

▪ The next months will be crucial in developing policies to 
influence the future of the UK Countryside

▪ There is currently little opportunity for nature friendly 
farming voices to be heard, or for them to have a significant 
collective impact

▪ By creating the Nature Friendly Farming Network across 
the UK we seek to connect with like minded farmers so we 
have a strong voice within the debate



My family farm is in Cambridgeshire



Fields are scanned and measured with GPS so 
we can target inputs to output.



I have had birds counts by the RSPB over 
the past 12 years 



Left is before ELS & HLS stewardship scheme
Right is with small areas taken out of crop production 













▪ The Farm hosted Chris Packham in July 

▪ First time a part of the Farm has been looked 
at like this 

▪ CPERC had no records of the site before 

▪ Of particular note was Aquarius Paludum
(pond skater).  They only had 1 other record 
for this species in Cambridgeshire and the 
NBN Atlas has only 241 records

Papley Grove Farm Bioblitz 21/22. 07. 2018
Cambridgeshire & Peterbough Environmental Records Center 



When we know what we have we can manage it to 
improve our environment and wildlife 









Change is coming



Why a Nature Friendly Farming Network? 

▪ Independent market research with a wide range of farmers 
indicated that there would be a good level of support for 
this kind of approach 

▪ It could be highly effective in securing positive changes in 
policy, including by how farming is supported by the public

▪ If we do nothing we risk failing to secure political traction 
for positive policy change and a shift in farming ‘norms’ 
towards a more sustainable outlook

▪ Together we can achieve more and learn from each other



Manifesto

The landscape in the UK is shaped by farming. 

Yet not all change in recent times has been desirable, soils have 
been depleted, water courses degraded and nature has 
struggled to cope with the pace of change. We have seen 
declines in over 600 farmland species over the last 50 years. 

However, many farms are bucking this trend, soils are being 
restored and nature is thriving and if more follow this lead we 
can reverse these declines. With over 70% of the UK being 
farmland, we need to act now to deliver for wildlife at a 
landscape scale.



Manifesto 

▪ Our network will engender a strong 
community which will provide a strong 
voice for sustainable nature friendly 
farming

▪ We believe agriculture needs to be 
profitable and sustainable, and farmers 
should receive adequate payments for 
undertaking environmental and nature 
friendly activities Image courtesy of T. Melling



Manifesto 

▪ We are committed to demonstrate to 
the wider public what farmers can do for 
wildlife, whilst still producing plentiful 
quality produce

▪ We will seek to build markets for nature 
friendly farming products

▪ We will encourage transparency in food 
supply chains to allow people to make 
informed sustainable food choices



Manifesto 

▪ We will demonstrate to decision makers 
the value of sustainable nature friendly 
farming to ensure there is support within 
government and the supply chain

▪ We are committed to securing farming 
policies that support wildlife, sustainable 
agriculture and fairness for farmers

▪ We will work to end damaging policies 
and practices and secure the multiple 
benefits of sustainable nature friendly 
farming

Image courtesy of Game & Wildlife 



Manifesto 

▪ We will build a knowledge base, share 
research and offer advice, support, and 
training 

▪ We will explore innovative and improved 
ways of achieving agronomic, 
environmental and social benefits, 
whilst retaining valued aspects of 
tradition 



▪ Defra Agriculture and Environment Bills

▪ New Environmental Land Management plans

▪ Farmers working in clusters delivering a local plan

▪ Farmers needing help and support identifying and recording the 
wildlife 

▪ Engaging farmers in the environment and wildlife improvements they 
want to see to start the change of mindset 

▪ Help with management plans for improving different wildlife 



Be Part of the Solution

Act now and join this farming movement 
for positive policy change in support of 

nature and sustainable farming.



Farmers working together, delivering a 
better countryside

www.naturefriendlyfarmingnetwork.org.uk
Follow us on Twitter:  @NFFNUK
Join the conversation on our Facebook Forum:  
Nature Friendly Farming Network 

http://www.naturefriendlyfarmingnetwork.org.uk/

