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Our current data collection methods
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Which results in….
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What are we aiming for
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What our survey forms look like
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Survey Data Output 
• All the tablet data is output onto spreadsheets within excel 
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Where does the Darwin Core come in 

• We have started to look at our current data collection methods and how we 
can subsequently distribute the data. This is where Darwin Core comes in

• “Darwin Core is an extension of Dublin Core for biodiversity informatics. It is 
meant to provide a stable standard reference for sharing information on 
biological diversity”
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Darwin Core Output
What does the output of the Darwin Core look like 
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What is Different?

• The Darwin Core output requires each row to be an individual species where 
as our current output might have multiple species within the same row

• Additional columns include: Taxon ID, Licence, Rightsholder, coordinate 
Uncertainty In Metres, basis Of Record, identification Verification Status
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What are the difficulties?

• Survey123 and Collector output is currently set as columns per species 
group rather than rows

• Each Survey123 or collector form is currently specific to a survey type 

• We are not collecting the same data required by the Darwin Core

• Our data delivery – Clients own the data. This can affect what we can issue 
to NBN
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What Next?

• We need to spend some time preparing new standardised survey forms to 
take out in the field to cut the time in office converting to Darwin Core 

• We have currently only looked at compulsory fields, there is more in depth 
fields within Darwin Core that we could go into, to get a more detailed survey 
recording 

• Start working closely with clients to allow us to provide the data to the NBN 

• Become in a position whereby all our survey data is collected in Darwin Core 
format 

• The ecology team to become 100% paperless!!
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Thank you for listening and are there any 
questions?


