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Overview

• How it all began (pre Twitter)

• What I do

• Why?

• Outcomes
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NB Butterfly

From then to now
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Chinery



Public Engagement - Then
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Editing
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Training - M.Sc Entomology
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BUT, limited in scope?

Rest of the World
Aspiring
entomologists

Entomologists
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The problem
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Funny, but wrong
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Oh dear!
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Ignorance
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No excuse for this!

15th August 2010

…….disgusting hoverflies, hoovered them up, despite
knowing that the adults are harmless and larvae good for 
gardens.  I really hate insects apart from bumblebees 
especially in the kitchen

@Entoprof



No use just complaining
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Beetles, Birds, Bugs and 
Roundabouts

Biodiversity in an urban setting

Simon R Leather Division of 
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Imperial College London, 
Silwood Park Campus, 
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Death to polar bears & pandas?

Simon R Leather Division of 
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Imperial College London, 
Silwood Park Campus, 

Ascot SL5 7PY
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Biodiversity: 
Think small and local?

Simon R Leather Division of 
Biology,

Imperial College London, 
Silwood Park Campus, 

Ascot SL5 7PY



Advertising with T-shirts
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Meeting the public
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Supporting the next generation
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Occasional press coverage
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Lots of words but the wrong 
audience?
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Time for something different
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The Tweeter
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The blog

@Entoprof



My reasons
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Outreach

Writing practice

Interactions

Enjoyment



Challenges
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Outreach
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Professional links
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Fighting against the vertebrate bias
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Result!

@Entoprof



Public debate

@Entoprof



BBC Wildlife August 2013
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Am I making an impact?
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180 articles
88 244 visitors

137 500 views



Am I making an impact?
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https://simonleather.wordpress.com/2013/05/07/are-phd-examiners-really-ogres/



Benefits
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Benefits

@Entoprof



Full circle!
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Proof that’s it fun!
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It takes time
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Don’t Forget the Roundabouts
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Mastering Entomology
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Sept 2013 October 2017



A growing trend
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Longhorn beetles
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Agromyzid flies
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Weevils
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Pseudoscorpions
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Ladybirds
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Butterflies
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Fungi
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Phenology
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Biodiversity
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Help wanted
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New initiatives
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Join Twitter!
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And use the share buttons



Thanks

• Francisca Sconce

• All my Blog subscribers

• All my Tweeps (5720 as of…
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