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Ø There is a lot of duplication of effort because pathways are not clear! 
We spend considerable time reformatting data that we receive into a 
standard format that can be shared – everyone likes to do things 
differently but it would save a lot of time if we didn’t have to do this

Ø What would really help is to find better ways to mobilise data using 
online recording...... to help data flow into a central data warehouse, 
where users could access and download their data holdings and see 
the quality of a record from a simple flag.  This central database could 
service data requests too 

Ø For all this to work we need a stable, centrally funded model for 
recording schemes so that collection, verification and management of 
data are paid for by those who use the data.  

Ø Data quality is very important to us so we need clear data 
management systems and processes and streamlined 
dataflows especially between us and verifiers

Ø We need more people trained in taxa identification!! But also 
verification processes that make use of technology would help 
empower the small numbers of hard working verifiers that do 
exist.

Ø Efficient, clear, and, ideally, live data flows would make our job 
easier - it is challenging to know whether we should share 
records to a national database, or whether they have already 
been provided by another data provider

Ø A key part of our role is to collate data and 
make them available, so we need clear 
policies and agreements to prevent data 
misuse and ensure  protection of 
sensitive species

Ø There is a need to be able to digitise and 
share historic data, including museum 
specimens and paper records  

Ø We all need access to raw data of known 
quality, this isn’t just biological recording 
data, but also socioeconomic data and other 
datasets so we can bring data together

Ø For me open data makes my life so much 
easier as I have a huge pool of possible 
datasets to rapidly access and explore.

Ø To maximise use of data, 
having a standard format to 
present the data makes life a 
lot easier......BUT if I need to I 
am happy to collate data 
from a variety of formats to 
bring them together

Ø We need access to tools such 
as GIS software.  

Ø We really appreciate all the effort that goes into 
collecting, checking, curating and sharing 
biological records

Ø We recognise the need for the taxonomic skill deficit 
to be addressed, not only to ensure data can be 
collected and verified but also to ensure that we 
have individuals with the skills to interpret data

Ø We use data to support planning applications – a 
more consistent screening process is needed, with 
better alignment of charging rates

Ø I should be showcasing and promoting case studies of how I use 
data to encourage others to do the same, while providing 
confidence to data providers that I’m  responsible in my use of 
data

Ø My vision is to have reliable, easily accessible, high quality data 
with confidence of full coverage of the local area – legacy 
databases would have to be amalgamated into a secure, 
stable national database, but this would eliminate the need to 
gather data from various sources

Ø We need an agreed model for data flow that everyone uses and 
funding aligned with it

Ø LERCs play an important role -  offering interpretation 
services,  finding local data which may not have been 
shared centrally yet, supporting recorders and engaging 
with the local community.......

Ø We need a culture of open data to be adopted but the 
current funding models don’t allow this -  alternative 
funding streams are needed to ensure continuation of 
data sharing and other vital services! 

 



 


