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NBN Atlas – main issues

Priorities

• Vague dates & date ranges

• Mix of grid and point occurrences

• Download fields

• Improved species search

• Occurrences observed by name
• Encyclopedia of Life information



Data Transfer

Huge effort from Data Partners & NBN staff

• 719 datasets transferred from Gateway 

• 76% of those publicly available on Gateway 



Licences
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GBIF

• 75 million records

• 2nd largest contributor



Spatial layers

• 53 layers sourced 
& uploaded

• Includes habitat, 
landscape, 
political & 
administrative 
layers 



Sensitive Species

• Workshop held in August

• Criteria for inclusion on 
sensitive species lists 
agreed

• Policy has been drafted
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Verification status

The Quality Control and Verification, Biological Recording 
Online & Improving Biological Data Flows working groups 
merged

• Group agreed to adopt standardised verification terms 
• Will be used in NBN Atlas Verification Status 1 Verification Status 2

Accepted Correct

Considered Correct

Not Accepted Unable to verify

Incorrect

Unconfirmed Plausible

Not reviewed



Other things

• Guidance on:
• meaning of non-commercial use
• historic data

• SBIF Review

• CIRIA Big Biodiversity Awards

• Nottingham in Parliament

• NBN Awards



Next 12 months

NBN Atlas

• Access to sensitive species data

• Stakeholder workshops – extra functionality

• Automated upload from iRecord

• Increase number of habitat, spatial & environmental layers
• BioCollect & MERIT



Next 12 months

• Record Cleaner

• Board governance restructure (come to AGM to hear more!)

• Strategy for mobilising historic data

• Online recording systems

• Consultants Portal



Here’s to the next 12 months!

Jo Judge, Chief Executive
j.judge@nbn.org.uk, @jo_judge, @NBNTrust


