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 A Brief History of LERC Wales



June 2001





Local Records Centres Wales: The UK’s 
first national network of Local Records 
Centres

• Completed and launched in 2007 



www.lercwales.org.uk









 Growing the Evidence Base
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Data Holdings Growth

















 Growing Partnerships and Recording



Growing partnerships: volunteers

From Day 1 individual LERCs have been supporting volunteer 
biological recorders:

 Assisting with data management

 Producing newsletters, emails and square/species of the month
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Species ID training: 
coastal plants 2015



RCT Wildlife Field Day: Dare 
Valley Country Park 2016



Growing partnerships: volunteers

From Day 1 individual LERCs have been supporting volunteer 
biological recorders:

 Assisting with data management

 Producing newsletters, emails and square/species of the month

 Organising recorder’s forum events, ID training and recording 
field days

 Building an online community via social media

 Seeking recognition for the vital role volunteers play



Growing partnerships: public sector

Strong historical support for LERCs from the Welsh public sector:

 From 2000 Countryside Council for Wales committed itself to strong 
support for the establishment and use of Local Records Centres in 
Wales, as a strategic partner

 Services sold to Environment Agency Wales, Forestry Commission 
Wales … since 2013, Natural Resources Wales

 From 2017 LERCs are receiving core funding direct from Welsh 
Government for the first time, with NRW procuring still data services

 Vast majority of Local Authorities in Wales use LERC services via 
Service Level Agreements 



Growing partnerships: private sector

Individual LERCs have been increasingly reliant on income from 
sale of data search services to private sector ecological 
consultancies.



Public income vs. commercial sales
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Growing partnerships: private sector

Individual LERCs have been increasingly reliant on income from 
sale of data search services to private sector ecological 
consultancies.

LERCs have been responsive to the needs of this sector, e.g. by 
developing reduced prices searches for bats in buildings.



 Maximising Use of the Evidence Base
i) Strategic, legal and policy implementation 

level





















Area Statements





Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 
“Biodiversity Duty”
• Section 40 placed a duty on every public authority, in 

exercising its functions, to “have regard …. to the purpose 
of conserving biodiversity”

Environment (Wales) Act 2016 “Biodiversity and Resilient 
Ecosystems Duty”
• Section 6 places a duty on every public authority, in exercising 

its functions, to “seek to maintain and enhance 
biodiversity” and to “promote the resilience of 
ecosystems”





 Maximising Use of the Evidence Base
ii) Operational and decision-making level



Aderyn
Provides direct, online access to the LERC Wales evidence 
base

Developed by Biodiversity Information Service (BIS) for 
Powys and BBNP on behalf of the LERC Wales consortium

Public access module launched at BIS 15th anniversary 
event in 2016

New partner access module launched at the LERC Wales 
10th Anniversary event in July 2017



aderyn.lercwales.org.uk







































2371 Lists - 47,570 Planning Applications



2,208 Chargeable Enquiries
(Consultant Ecologists)

4.6% of all planning applications (some are not)
London LERC (GiGL) estimate 20% 



 Increasing Collaboration and Co-operation



2007
15 Records
12 species
3 EPS
1 hour 15 mins

2017
286 Records
111 Species
86 EPS
3 seconds

Enquiry 1 of 
2208

2015
119 Records
41 EPS









DATA: SOMETHING FOR NOTHING?

 It costs money to manage data! (liaison, collation, quality 
assurance, database management, delivering products and services)

 There was no real strategy for managing biodiversity data in Wales 
before LERCs took on the role

 Welsh LERCs now facilitate the movement of almost one million 
records per year into the NBN

 More and longer-term resources are needed to sustain the required 
level to manage and grow the evidence base

 LERCs in Wales have proven business models: drawing in significant 
sums of money from developers 

– ‘polluter pays’ = good!



DATA: SOMETHING FOR NOTHING?

 We understand the pressure on national agencies to push for ‘open 
data’ – the datasets they manage are funded by taxpayers

 Volunteered data is different – access to volunteered data is a 
privilege, not a right

 LERCs provide vital support for volunteer recorders and many 
recorders wish to see the business model of LERCs protected

 LERCs are vital local nodes in the NBN



LERC Wales: Growing an 
Evidence Base Fit for Wales

www.lercwales.org.uk

aderyn.lercwales.org.uk


