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A Bold Step?

Building on the past to meet new approaches in Wales

Helen Wilkinson & Barnaby Letheren

(Knowledge & Data Management)



Natural Resources Wales 

Established 
April 2013

Purpose
Pursue the sustainable management of natural resources, and 

apply the principles of Sustainable Management of Natural 
Resources in the exercise of their functions 

Looking after our environment for people and nature

Advice



“what Wales is doing today, 
the world will be doing 

tomorrow”

Nikhil Seth, UN Director of 
Sustainability

New Legislation in Wales 

Sustainability

May 2009

Apr 2015

Mar 2016



Wellbeing of Future Generations

2. 

Wellbeing 
Objectives

3. 

Wellbeing 

Plan

1. 

Wellbeing 
Assessment

• Wellbeing goals 

• Resilient Wales (biodiversity & 
ecosystem function)

• All public bodies contribute to 
achieving goals through Public 
Services Boards



2. National

NRP

3. Local

Area Statements

1. National

SoNaRR

?

Sep 2016 Aug 2017

2019

Environment Act

Sustainable Management 
of Natural Resources

Principles

• All public bodies maintain and enhance biodiversity across all 
functions (resilience)

• S 7 Species list



A Bold Step “?” 
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……Reflection: What’s Been Achieved



Good foundation

Sharing Welsh environmental information

to benefit the environment & people 

of Wales, the UK and globally



NRW Contribution

Policy

Open by default



County Rare Plant Registers

Andy Jones
Julian Woodman



Hydropower Guidance

Afon Diliw:

Harpalejeunea Jubula hutchinsoae

Sam Bosanquet



So far…

… How data can 
support SMNR 

Nature based 
solutions

First report on 
resilience

Relevant NRW Wellbeing Goals

• Champion the Welsh environment 
and sustainable management of 
Wales’ natural resources

• Ensure land and water in Wales is 
managed sustainably and n an 
integrated way

• Improve the resilience and quality of 
ecosystem



How does (will/should) data support the 
Sustainable Management of Natural 

Resources? 



Our data and information vison:
NRW will be a truly evidence based organisation with our evidence 
underpinned by good data and information. Staff and stakeholders 
confidently and effectively use our data and information to 
sustainably manage the natural resources of Wales.



“Any decision taken in the absence of 
good data is basically just a guess”



What do we need data about?

Biodiversity

Recreation

Industry

Sustainable 
power generation

Agriculture

Forestry

Marine and 
freshwater quality

Urban greenspace

Riverflow and flooding

Historic landscape

Climate Carbon storage Fishing industries Habitat management







What do we use data for?

Advice



NRW’s data lifecycle



So we need data on all of these things

So we can do all these things

By integrating all this data





Thank you for listening

Any questions?


