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Environmental Records Information Centre North East

Small grants for biodiversity and geodiversity voluntary recording work in 
Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, County Durham and the Tees Valley

ERIC North East has around £2,000 to give in the form of small grants to support voluntary recording in the region.  It is anticipated that this will fund several projects taking place between 1st April 2017 – 31st March 2018; the average amount awarded per project in 2016/17 was £250.
The deadline for applications is Friday 13st January 2017 and these will be considered at the end of January 2017 by the ERIC North East Board.
The grant money is given in order to support work that improves the quality, quantity or coverage of voluntary recording in the North East.  We are willing to consider any proposals from individuals and groups but the type of work we expect to be supporting includes:

· Money towards running training courses to recruit new recorders and improve the quality of voluntary recording in the North East

· Help towards the cost of training for individuals (volunteers, not professionals)

· Help towards the cost of publishing the results of voluntary recording

· Help towards the cost of setting up or running a recording group

· Help towards the purchase of equipment for survey work

· Help towards the purchase of data management tools, including new hard/software to be used solely for the purposes of recording
· Contribution towards travel expenses (40p/mile or cost of public transport) to deliver any of          the above

Grants can only be awarded to groups or individuals who will supply records to ERIC North East in a specified format (see Appendix 1). The Small Grant must be used to pay for direct costs only; ERIC North East is unable to contribute towards catering and/or refreshments at training events. Any equipment purchased by an individual with grant funds must be donated to a local recording group (as agreed by ERIC North East) following the work to facilitate the collection of additional data.

Please return your application form to:

Paul Stevens
ERIC North East Coordinator

Environmental Records Information Centre North East

Great North Museum: Hancock

Barras Bridge

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE2 4PT



or by email to eric.ne@twmuseums.org.uk
APPLICATION FORM

Your name:



……………………………………………………………………………………

Name of your organisation:

……………………………………………………………………………………


Contact address:



Telephone number:


……………………………………………………………………………………

e-mail address:


……………………………………………………………………………………

Brief description of work / project that you would like money for:

(please include information about what geographic area your project will cover, who will be involved and what you will be doing)


How will your project improve the quality, quantity and / or coverage of recording in the North East?

When will the work start?
……………………………………………………………………………………

When will the work finish?
……………………………………………………………………………………

Please describe any ‘end products’ of your project (e.g. data about water voles for 10 sites, a 10 page report about the damselflies of Big Waters. Data must be supplied in the format specified in Appendix 1)


How much money would you like from ERIC North East? …………………………………………….

What exactly will you spend the money on?: (e.g. buying a malaise trap £120, printing 200 recording forms £25 – please give a detailed breakdown of costs. Depending on the number of applications received, ERIC North East might only be able to part-fund your recording activity)


Please enclose any printed information that you have about your recording group – e.g a leaflet and/or annual report.  We will contact you for further information if necessary and will ask for an end of project ‘report’ (this can be in the form of a letter) and a copy of the data collected in a format specified by ERIC North East
Appendix 1

Species and habitat data capture methodology for Small Grant applicants

We would be grateful if you could please adhere to the following data formatting guidelines:
Any species data collected must be entered into an Excel spreadsheet and the attributes below used for the column headings:

	Observer name
	Common name
	Latin name
	Location
	Grid reference
	Date
	Abundance
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


In addition, any habitat data captured as a GIS layer should be provided as an electronic ArcGIS shapefile with the following attributes contained within the table:

	Title of Dataset
	Survey Date
	Habitat type
	Habitat Class
	Surveyor name
	Map Scale
	Digitising Quality

	
	
	e.g. NVC type
	e.g. NVC

classification
	
	
	e.g. snapped to OS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need any further guidance or assistance with data formatting – we are here to help and do not want to make the process difficult.


































