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Working together for biodiversity in the East of England
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VWhat 1s a Local
Records Centre?

A Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) woodland, one
of the spectacles of Hertfordshire’s natural flora ©
Rob Machin

» Oxlip (Primula elatior), Bradfield Woods © Rasik
Bhadresa
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A Local Records Centre is:

NBN Position Statement on
Local Records Centres 2004

Or to put it another way:
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Introducing your Local
Records Centres

There are eight Local Records Centres in the East of England each
having one common purpose:

the collection, management and interpretation of wildlife data to
support the conservation, understanding and enjoyment of local
biodiversity.

By working closely with local data providers and the National
Biodiversity Network, Local Records Centres provide a ‘one-stop-shop’
for information on sites, habitats and species in the region. The services
they provide are essential for underpinning policies and decision making
in both the public and private sector, and to ensure compliance with
national and international legislation.

Because of their capacity to engage and support local volunteers
with expertise in ecological survey, species identification and data
management, Local Records Centres deliver valuable services in a
highly cost-effective way.
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Great Yarmouth

Lowestoft

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown
copyright and database right 2012
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Bedfordshire & Luton
Biodiversity
Recording &
Monitoring
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Bedfordshire & Luton Biodiversity Recording

and Monitoring Centre (BRIMIC)

The Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre (BRMC) is the first
port of call for biodiversity information within Bedfordshire and Luton. We
are hosted by the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, and
Northamptonshire and have been based at the Trust offices at Priory
Country Park in Bedford since 2003.

The BRMC works with local authorities, environmental consultants, conservation
organisations, educational institutions and the general public. We work closely
with the Bedfordshire Natural History Society to promote wildlife recording and a
wide understanding of the need for information about our environment.

The BRMC gathers verified species records (currently just over 1 million
in total) and collates and manages these data; maps and records habitat
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East of England Local Records Centre profiles

data from across the county; and maintains definitive information about
sites recognised for their natural value. Our aim is to enable easy access

to biodiversity information to all those who need to use it whilst maintaining
security and quality of data. The BRMC continues to develop so that a wide
variety of biodiversity data both recent and historic are collected, stored and
used. The BRMC is impartial, non-profit making and steered by the needs
for data.

BRMC,
Priory Country Park Visitors Centre,
Barkers Lane, Bedford. MK41 9DJ

Tel: 01234 355435/ 364213
Email: brmc@bedsbionet.org.uk

www.bedsbionet.org.uk
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BIOLOGICAL RECORDS IN ESSEX

Biological Records In Essex

Biological Records In Essex is a partnership of individuals and organisations
working to co-ordinate and improve the data flow and availability of biological
and geological information in Essex. Hosted by Essex Wildlife Trust, the
partnership is in the process of developing a fully functioning local records centre
for the Essex area.

Biological Records In Essex collates and digitises data from a number of local
and regional organisations, and supplies this information to local authorities
and other partners to enable them to make informed decisions with wildlife
and biodiversity in mind. We are still developing this service, so we would like
to encourage prospective data exchange partners to contact us as soon as
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Wildlife information, in partnership, in Essex

possible in order to have a say in how they would like their local records centre to
develop.

We are expanding our remit as resources allow to make our data more widely
available, to encourage local and national recording and to support recorders.
Please visit our website for the latest news and information on our services.

Biological Records In Essex
c/o Essex Wildlife Trust, Abbotts Hall Farm,
Great Wigborough, Colchester, Essex. CO5 7RZ

Tel: 01621 862999

Email: brie@essexwt.org.uk www.brienet.org.uk
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE & PETERBOROUGH
ENVIRONMENTAL RECORDS CENTRE

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Environmental Records Centre (CPERC)

The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Environmental Records Centre
(CPERC) was formed in 2005 to be a central resource of local wildlife
information for local authorities, statutory agencies, the Wildlife Trust,
environmental consultants and other interested parties such as research
bodies and members of the public.

Then known as the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Biological Records
Centre (CPBRC) we have always had a positive backing from the majority
of local authorities in our area, to whom we have supplied both monitoring
information and species records.

We are a not-for-profit organisation and are hosted by the Wildlife Trust for
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire (WTBCN) at their
offices in Cambourne, Cambridgeshire and so we also have a close working
relationship with the Wildlife Trust, helping them to manage reserves and
County Wildlife Site information.

Our primary aim is to provide a vital link between the generators of wildlife

| Toggle full screen

Value

Economic = Sharing
and cost

& social data
benefits

information such as local amateur naturalists and their societies and the
users of such information, including environmental consultants carrying
out pre-application desk studies or nature reserve managers carrying out
practical on the ground conservation.

We pride ourselves in being part of a large network of Local Records
Centres across the country and CPERC was accredited by the Association
of Local Environmental Records Centres in 2011. However, we are still
developing and always aim to increase our data holdings such that we can
provide a strong resource of environmental information for the future.

We also aim to encourage the wider community in Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough to record wildlife and in doing so value it to a greater extent,
and as such we have kindly had funding from the Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) to fund project staff to enable this to happen.

CPERC

The Manor House, Broad Street,

Great Cambourne, Cambridgeshire. CB23 6DH
Tel: 01954 713570

Email: data@cperc.org.uk www.cperc.org.uk
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Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre
(HBRC)

Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre currently has two main
functions with regard to biodiversity and its conservation:

1) to operate as the Local Records Centre for the County of
Hertfordshire, storing and providing the best available information on
the county’s wildlife resources.

2) to provide an Ecological Advisory Service to local authorities and
others, to help secure and enhance the biodiversity of the county.

Development pressure and land use change continue to have a
significant impact upon Hertfordshire’s natural environment. Without
good intelligence and interpretation, sound advice or guidance cannot
be provided or appropriate, reasonable or defendable decisions be
made. This applies to many activities and roles of local authorities,
landowners and the public of the county.
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The availability of biodiversity information linked directly to ecological
advice has been a funding model that achieved national recognition.
This also provides positive feedback to local recording groups, whose
expertise can be fed into the system to ensure that decisions and
projects are recognised as being based upon sound information. This
gives a firm purpose to volunteer biological recording and also offers
considerable value for money in helping to deliver the HBRC service.

HBRC

Hertfordshire County Council (Environment),
County Hall, Pegs Lane,

Hertford, Hertfordshire. SG13 8DN

Postal Point CHN109

Tel: 01992 555220
Email: biorec.info@hertscc.gov.uk

enquire.hertscc.gov.uk/hbrc
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Lincolnshire Environmental Records Centre
(LERC)

Sound, up-to-date information on biodiversity is essential to enable local
authorities, public and private organisations and individuals to make well-
informed decisions. Development of a Lincolnshire Environmental Records
Centre (LERC) began in 2004 and the centre became fully operational in
2006. LERC now provides a biodiversity information service as part of the
wider Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership.

In 2011 LERC became one of the first Local Record Centres to be accredited
by ALERC (Association of Local Environmental Record Centres). This
achievement recognises not only the amount of work put in by staff since its
inception, but also the work of the local natural history recording groups and
amateur naturalists whose efforts underpin much of the information.
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Based at the headquarters of the Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust in Horncastle,
LERC works closely with the Wildlife Trust, Lincolnshire Naturalists’ Union
county recorders and other data providers to ensure the information held is
both up-to-date and accurate. Using income generated from commercial
data enquiries, LERC is able to provide a Local Recording Fund to
promote and encourage environmental recording in the historic county of
Lincolnshire and train the next generation of recorders.

LERC
Greater Lincolnshire Nature Partnership, Banovallum House,
Manor House Street, Horncastle, Lincolnshire. LN9 5HF

Tel: 01507 528381
Email: info@glnp.org.uk

www.glnp.org.uk
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Norfolk Biodiversity
Information Service

Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service
(NBIS)

Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service (NBIS) is a Local Record Centre
holding information on species, geodiversity, habitats and protected sites
for the county of Norfolk.

Launched in 2009 following a review of the services provided by Norfolk
Biological Records Centre, NBIS is guided by a steering group, operates
through a partnership of many organisations and is hosted by Norfolk
County Council.

NBIS is a not-for-profit organisation, serving the need for environmental
information in Norfolk through the collection, collation, assessment and
interpretation of high quality data. Our database contains over 2 million
species records and we liaise with and support the Norfolk County
Recorder network.
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NBIS provides:

A single source of environmental information for Norfolk

Collation of available data for Norfolk

Validation and evaluation of these data

Identification of gaps in knowledge — taxonomic, geographical and
temporal

A permanent and secure location for data

Improved flow of data from individual recorders to users at both local
and national levels

Quick and easy access to information for all

NBIS

Environment, Transport and Development,
R301 County Hall, Martineau Lane,
Norwich. NR1 2SG

Tel: 01603 224458

Email: nbis@norfolk.gov.uk

www.nbis.org.uk
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Northamptenshire Biodiversity Records Centre

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records NBRC aims to:

Centre (NBRC) * Act as a one-stop-shop for biodiversity information in
Northamptonshire.

Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre is the biological and » Work with and support all local recorders.

geological information centre for the Northamptonshire County. It * Provide a biodiversity information service to local authorities,

was created in 2006 with funding initially from both statutory and statutory bodies, the general public and other organisations.

non-governmental organisations. Today NBRC operates as a not
for profit organisation hosted by the Wildlife Trust for Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Northamptonshire and is a member of the
Northamptonshire Biodiversity Partnership.

NBRC
c/o The Wildlife Trust, Lings House, Billing Lings
Northampton. NN3 8BE

Tel: 01604 400448
NBRC provides access to information about designated wildlife sites, Email: nbrc@wildlifebcn.org
geological sites and species data. The data we hold originates from
a number of sources including local voluntary recorders and various
organisations.

www.northantsbrc.org.uk

e | Toggle full screen
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Suffolk Biological Records Centre

Suffolk Biological Records Centre (SBRC)

The Suffolk Biological Records Centre is the One-Stop-Shop for biological
information in Suffolk. Operating as an independent and objective centre
for biological data we collate, manage and mobilise species and site
information for the benefit of Suffolk’s wildlife as a whole.

Suffolk has a rich collection of expert and amateur naturalists who support
the work of the S.B.R.C. and allow us to share an ever expanding database
of over 2 million species records, across all key taxa, for conservation,
research, education and general purposes.

The centre carries out the standard suite of local record centre functions
including the storing and management of site and species records,
mapping BAP habitats and providing expertise in GIS and database tasks;
we also maintain the dataset of Suffolk’s non-statutory wildlife sites (CWS).
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The Suffolk Biological Records Centre is hosted by Suffolk County Council
and is based within Ipswich Museum, where natural history has a long
heritage. We sit on the County Wildlife Site Panel and also work closely
with the Suffolk Biodiversity Partnership, Suffolk Naturalists’ Society, and
GeoSuffolk who are based in the same office.

Suffolk Biological Records Centre
Ipswich Museum, High Street
Ipswich, Suffolk. IP1 3QH

Tel: 01473 433547
Email: martin.sanford@suffolk.gov.uk or ben.heather@suffolk.gov.uk

www.suffolkbrc.org.uk
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More than a datalbase!

Between them, the eight Local Records Centres in the East of England
hold over nine million digitised species records, of which over 817,000
are of legally protected and BAP priority species. Their Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) hold information on over 11,000 designated
sites and over 105,000 hectares of BAP priority habitats.

Up-to-date information is vital to inform decision making and ensure
compliance with environmental legislation; 55% of the species records
and 90% of habitat records in the East of England Local Records
Centres’ databases were gathered within the last 10 years and over
700,000 new records are added each year.

Historical information on the distribution of species and habitats is
equally valuable, and is needed to monitor and mitigate the effects of
climate change and to identify opportunities for habitat creation.

A Adder (Vipera berus) © Keith Balmer

<« Dwarf Thistle (Cirsium acaule), Uttlesford Essex
A Local Records Centre is much more than the database of records it ©Lorna Shaw
manages. By working with local and national experts, Local Records
Centres validate and verify data to known standards, enabling them to

be used with confidence.

ll| Toggle full screen
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The need for ecolog 1cal Ghralor bt Liolie gy -
Information

>

Information about the distribution of legally protected, rare or threatened
species and habitats is needed by organisations in the public and private
sector whose actions affect the environment. Without up-to-date reliable
information, decision makers and policy makers can find themselves exposed
to adverse risk, legally, environmentally and economically.

“Thanks for the speedy response. I do

believe the Suffolk (data enquiry) service
Local Records Centres provide cost-effective information services which help has to be one of the best for turnaround

organisations to comply with their statutory duties, thereby reducing risk and liability. times. As a bu sy con sultant with tight

The data services provided by Local Records Centres to Local Authorities and deadlines it is a real bonus.”

public bodies are needed for: Ann Sherwood,

. . Regional Senior Ecologist, ADAS UK
» Strategic planning and development management

* Land management
* Biodiversity Action Planning

“The data provided by CPERC is an extremely useful

« Local Wildiife Sites monitoring and reporting tool in supporting ecological advice provided to planning
« Control of invasive species officers. It is of particular benefit when highlighting the
* Waste management potential presence of protected species during the early
* Hedgerow enquiries stages of the planning process which helps to avoid any
* Highway maintenance unnecessary delays and protects wildlife”

* Public access to environmental data

* Reporting on Government indicators

* Monitoring and planning for climate change
* Managing flood risk

James Fisher,
Peterborough City Council

Hl| Toggle full screen “® Back 0 0
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Local Records Centres’ services should be sought to ensure compliance with: “Having quick and easy access to the species and

habitat data held by NBIS has been invaluable for North

« Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 @~ Noxfolk District Council. Not only does the agreement

»  Wildiife and Countryside Act 1981 and Countryside enable the Council to demonstrate how it is complying

and Rights of Way Act 2000 @ with the Duty to conserve and enhance biodiversity

o UKEnvironmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) and under the NERC Act (2006), but the information
J

Freedom of Information Act @™
« The Hedgerow Regulations 1997 @
« INSPIRE Regulations 2009 and the UK Location Strategy @
» Local Government Transparency Programme @
« National Planning Policy Framework @™

« The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 @ Kerys Witton, Landscape Officer,
North Norfolk District Council.

supplied by NBIS has allowed the Planning Department
to focus its resources on areas which have seen the
greatest threat for biodiversity and areas which had the
greatest potential gain for biodiversity.”

Beech wood, North Norfolk
© Norfolk County Council
>

@ | Toggle full screen
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Example services (click on the picture for an
example of each data service)

Photo credits: Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta)
© Ben Heather, Lord Derby apple variety © Anita
Parry, Abington Meadows Bioblitz 2009 — pond
dipping © Nathalie Hueber
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In addition to the services listed on the previous page, some Local
Records Centres also provide the following enhanced services:

+ Public Wildlife Enquiry Service

+ Management of Local Wildlife Sites dataset

* Local Wildlife Site surveys and monitoring

* Local Geological Sites surveys and monitoring

* Habitat opportunity mapping

* Green infrastructure mapping

+ Species and habitat surveys

* Habitat suitability mapping and species modelling
» Data interpretation to enhance public understanding
» Monitoring and reporting on biodiversity indicators
* Monitoring and reporting on LBAP outcomes

A Mycena mushrooms in Beech woodland at Ashridge
Commons & Woods SSSI, near Berkhamsted,
Hertfordshire © Anita Parry

Please contact your Local Records Centre for further details of the en-
hanced services they provide.

<« Willows by the Bourn Brook, Barton,
Cambridgeshire © Vince Lea

@ | Toggle full screen
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Case studies

Enhancing your environment

Green Infrastructure Planning in Essex River Corridor data digitisation Northamptonshire Annual Bioblitz Greater Norwich Green

Bedfordshire for the Water Framework Directive Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Infrastructure (GI) Development Plan
The BRMC has played a significant role Biological Records In Essex was recently Centre ran its first Bioblitz on the The Greater Norwich area has been

in green infrastructure (Gl) planning requested to undertake data digitisation 10th and 11th July 2009 at Abington identified as a growth point with over
across Bedfordshire... Read more. work for the Essex... Read more. Meadows... Read more. 20000 new homes planned... Read more.
e - P \ﬁ'l e e e : : i T

BRIE

fA
_.-“‘ f 53 AL

Non-native species mapping in Hertfordshire Orchard Surveys Suffolk Biological Records Centre - Recording wildlife near you -
Lincolnshire Traditional Orchards are recognised Wet woodland mapping (a GIS based Cambridgeshire community
Non-native invasive species cost the as a Priority Habitat with their own desk exercise) outreach project

British economy £1.7 billion every year. Biodiversity Action Plan. In 1998, Suffolk Biological Records Centre have Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s
One of the most effective... Read more. Hertfordshire Biological... Read more. trialled, using GIS... Read more. Environmental Record... Read more.

X 4,
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The value and cost of
LLocal Records Centres

100% —

Much of the data managed by Local Records Centres is gathered by e e e g IT development and

highly dedicated expert volunteer recorders. Without Local Records 90% |— and data services to the management

Centres, this valuable data resource would not be made available to AR S EERT Servicing information
g

local and national users promptly and in a suitable format. 80% — requests

Local Records Centres are run on a not-for-profit basis. They rely on 70% [—
income from data provision services to fund their operating costs, which
SLAs with local and

consist primarily of staff salaries. _ (e

50% |— reglonal organisations
Because they help provide the evidence base for national conservation
and monitoring initiatives, Local Records Centres receive some 40% — management

income from service level agreements (SLAs) with UK government Data collation and entry
. . o . 30% —

agencies. Data searches for private sector organisations and funding °

from charitable trusts for education and outreach projects provide an 20% |— LRC management and

\y . . SLAs with national ;
service development
additional but variable source of income. organisations

Supporting the local
60% |— recording community

10% (—
However, these sources only cover a fraction of Local Records Centres’

operational costs. It is therefore crucial that local users contribute to
maintaining the services provided by Local Records Centres. The most Income Expenditure
efficient and sustainable way of doing this is through an SLA.

AThe balance between income and expenditure of a Local Records Centre, based on the
average operating costs of the 8 East of England LR(s

@ Hl| Toggle full screen “® Back G °
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Local Records Centres are the most cost-effective way for Local
Authorities and public bodies to access the data they need and to
mobilise their own data in order to comply with environmental legislation
and policies. All the LRCs in the East of England rely on the provision
of species data gathered by hundreds of volunteer recorders during the
course of a year. This information has to be verified before the LRCs
can accept the information as an accurate record; a process carried out
by local experts who volunteer their time as County Recorders. This

| Toggle full screen
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cost-effective mechanism for mobilising high quality volunteer data can
only be maintained if it is supported by all the users who rely on it.

Volunteers also work on all manner of LRC tasks, including website
development, design of promotional materials, development of mobile
phone applications, events planning and organisation, database
development, newsletter design and production, design of species ID
sheets, office administration and of course data entry!

AHedgerow surveying Danbury Essex © Lorna Shaw

<« Moth trapping at Bradlaugh Fields Bioblitz,
Northamptonshire © Nathalie Hueber
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Economic and social benefits of
investing in Local Records Centres

Local Records Centres provide vital support to public authorities and
other organisations in the public or private sector which carry out public
administration functions or deliver services related to the environment.
However, a far wider range of people and organisations benefit from the
services provided by their local records centre.

Investment in Local Records Centres by local data users is necessary

to ensure the continued availability of high quality environmental

information to underpin decision making and limit risk, but there are

additional benefits for the local economy.

* Reliable information on the distribution of priority species and habitats
in the East of England helps attract funding to the region to support
conservation initiatives.

* Investment in Local Records Centres puts environmental information
in the public realm in ways that provide real benefits to citizens,
businesses and the local environment.

* Local Records Centres’ ability to engage volunteers adds value to
any investment and improves the skills base and employability of
local people.

Toggle full screen

“Thank you so much for the brilliant information.
Now we can really plant a mixed hedge that’s
appropriate to the area and will also attract more
wildlife to the school. We have already created a
sensory garden that includes two apple trees but
thanks for the contact (Hertfordshire Orchard
Initiative), we might see if we can fit in a few more.”

A Parent Governor at Wood End School in Harpenden following an
enquiry regarding appropriate hedgerow species for the area.

“Volunteering at CPERC was a fantastic experience.
The friendly team gave me the opportunity to learn
about how environmental data is processed and used
on a local and regional scale and I felt I was able to
make a positive contribution to the data entry work of
the team. It was also great to work through a training
package on MaplInfo, and see how GIS is used in
presenting data. I feel that volunteering with CPERC
was a really valuable experience; I learnt a great deal
and would highly recommend it to others.”

Joscelyne Ashpole, volunteer at Cambridgeshire
& Peterborough Environmental Records Centre

“®) Back
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Sharing data with your
Local Records Centre

There is a clear need to make information as widely available as possible:

‘““across the country there is still too little
sharing of best practice and we are wasting
time and money trying to find the information

we need.”
Baroness Andrews,
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State,
Communities and Local Government,
November 2008.

The UK Location Strategy seeks to facilitate access to and re-use of all
public sector location information including data on biodiversity. Local
Authorities, public bodies and their contractors regularly generate
biodiversity data through their land management and planning functions.
Local Records Centres can help public sector organisations to share
these data in accordance with the UK Location Strategy by providing
standardised, secure data storage and access facilities at a local level
and, through the NBN Gateway, at a national level.
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Monitoring change within our natural environment is an important part
of our responsibility. Data provided by Local Authorities and public
bodies will be combined with datasets from a wide range of sources to
provide a complete and coherent pictu