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Verification – the key to quality
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Who is Buglife?

We are the only organisation 
in Europe concerned with 
the conservation of ALL 
invertebrates.

Our aim is to halt invertebrate extinctions and achieve 
sustainable populations of invertebrates in the UK.



Inspiring others Practical conservation

Raising awarenessShaping policy



• Act as ‘champions’

• Produce identification guides

• Provide training opportunities

• Encourage recording

• Research and Conservation

Trichoptera (Caddisflies) Plecoptera (Stoneflies)

Ephemeroptera (Mayflies)



Ephemeroptera Plecoptera Trichoptera

Riverfly Recording Schemes

Est. 2000
51 species
c. 210,000 records

Est. 2003
34 species
c. 66,000 records

Est. 1976
199 species
c. 380,000 records



verification

/ˌvɛrɪfɪˈkeɪʃ(ə)n/

noun

1. the process of establishing the truth, accuracy, or validity of something.

2.  the establishment by empirical means of the validity of a proposition.

What is verification?



To kill an error is as good a service as, and sometimes even 
better than, the establishment of a new truth or fact

False facts are highly injurious to the progress of 
science, for they often endure long

Charles Darwin, 1880

Charles Darwin, 1871







NBN Action Plan

Objective 1A

1. Increase verification capacity 
through establishment of a UK 
Verification Network to share 
best practice, celebrate success 
and recruit new verifiers

6. Maintain and improve NBN 
Record Cleaner rule sets and 
identify quality of records 
across all NBN systems















Adult Pre-adult

Adult or pre-adult?
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Why is this important?
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Rhithrogena germanica

Rhithrogena semicolorata



Identification of different 
life stages have  varying 

degrees of difficulty

Most species occur 
throughout the year at 

some life stage

X
X



Picture worth a thousand words?



Picture worth a thousand words?



Picture worth a thousand words?



Importance of verification
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Paraleptophlebia werneri
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Any questions?
craig.macadam@buglife.org.uk


