
Filling the Void   
Generating records from a sparsely-populated area
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• HBRG’s recording area is the area 
administered by the Highland Council 

• Largest local government area in the UK

• Covers 30,659 km² 

• Which is 33 % of the total land area of  
Scotland

• Includes all or part of 351 ten km 
squares (1,107 in Scotland)

• Bigger than the whole of Wales 

• The human population of this area is 
234,000 (in 2015)
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Many early published Atlases show large blank areas in Highland 



HBRG was founded in 1986 by a   
group of local naturalists

We currently have 
about 120 members

HBRG’s 25th Anniversary cake - 2011 

Not on map:
 2 in Orkney
 7 elsewhere in mainland Scotland 
 7 in England 

Map by Murdo Macdonald using D-Map



Early species-recording projects 

HBRG’s first poster by Stephen Moran





Field trips to under-recorded areas

Crowlin Isles 2012 Rona (N of Raasay) 2015



Field trips to under-recorded areas

Pabay (off Skye) 2013 Cape Wrath 2015



Recording challenges on website  



Records per member etc. 
Totals: 

• 268 recorders

• 16,403 records

• 91%  of recorders 
contributed fewer 
than 50 records

Records per recorder

Histogram by Murdo Macdonald



Publication of Atlases 

2006

1998 & 2008 (2nd edn.)

2011

2013



Species richness maps
(densities not directly comparable)

HBRG Insects

HBRG currently has over 200,000 
records on the NBN Gateway

More than 99% of which are 
available to the public at full 
resolution

HBRG non-insect invertebrates

HBRG Vertebrates 
(excluding badger) 



Notable discoveries

Lasiobotrys lonicerae on honeysuckle
Photo: Murdo Macdonald

Lasiobotrys lonicerae

Knopper gall on oak
Photo: Stewart Taylor

Knopper gall on oak



• In one year (2014/15) there were 246 
downloads of HBRG data from the 
Gateway

• By people from 24 different 
organisations 

• Including government, statutory 
agencies, universities, NGOs and others

• For a variety of purposes including 
statutory work, research, education,  
conservation, land management and 
personal interest.

Who uses it?

HBRG Otter records: the 5th largest open-access 
dataset for this species



Problems: 

• Current funding from SNH ends in 
March 2017 

• Long-term sustainability of data 
management

• Too dependent on a small number of 
volunteers

• Concerns about utility of ALS for our 
purposes

• Concerns re demise of ‘old’ Gateway 

Lorn Natural   
History Group  

Outer Hebrides 
Biological Recording 



www.hbrg.org.uk

http://www.hbrg.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/HBRGroup/
https://www.facebook.com/HBRGroup/

