
Navigating the NBN 
Atlas Scotland

Gill Dowse

Knowledge and Evidence Manager

Scottish Wildlife Trust



The Trust

• Has 41,000 members.

• Manages 120 reserves:
• covering almost 20,000ha

• managed by 15 full time staff.

• Has 20, very engaged, planning volunteers.

• Manages 217,325 records on the NBN Atlas Scotland
• all on Creative Commons with attribution (CC-BY) licences.

• Knowledge and Evidence team has limited resources!



Impact of the NBN Atlas

• What opportunities does it create?

• How will it improve things?

• What tools are we planning to use 
that could help you?
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Promoting our datasets



Our Data
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Tools for our audiences



Collecting casual records

• No capacity for managing casual records.

• You can record red or grey squirrel sightings on our website -
for a funded project:

• Costs

• Maintenance

• Incorporating data into existing systems (Scottish Squirrel 
Database)

• Online tools engage and enable new recorders

• Encourage existing recorders to interact with their data



Empowering reserve staff
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Empowering our policy team

• Visualisation tools

• Explore possibilities

• Information at your fingertips!



In Summary, the NBN Atlas will…

• Promote our data and encourage others to share theirs

• Save us time as users go direct to the web

• Empower data users to interrogate data directly

• Encourage recorders to interact with and share their data

• Provide access to tailored tools to our members, through our
website

• Reduce the need for organisational GIS or OS data licences

• Share the knowledge beyond the geeks!
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