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 Spotting the odd one out:

 rare species

 species with few previous records in the area

 species at unusual times or in unusual places

 Plus checks for ‘difficult’ species



 With evidence

 photo, notes, sketches, 

specimens

 Without evidence

 recorder known

 recorder new to verifier





 Check distribution, rarity, time of year

 For anything unusual or unseasonal, 
provide supporting evidence

 photos, sketches, field notes, specimens, 
second opinions

 make clear that you realise you’ve found 
something unusual

 Wise words from John Sawyer: “keep 
your verifiers well-supplied with tea and 
cakes”







 Ensuring decisions 
are documented

 Share the load, recruit 
& train verifiers (& 
recorders), wise use 
of automation

 Online sharing of 
verification is a new 
concept

 Demand outstrips 

supply

 Consistency in 

applying and 

interpreting decisions

 Communicate, 
agree roles

 Develop technology 

to support this

 Develop guidance, 

share what works




